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Pupil Premium Context and Overview. 
Our PP children do not have the opportunity to read widely at home, or be supported in loving and 
reinforcing this process. Parents do not often have the skills to support this and they have a lack of 
precise resources, including technology, to support this. As a result, the levels of language, phonics 
and listening for these children are very low. Our children are also generally more at risk of being 
dysregulated and lacking in self-esteem and a positive opinion of themselves – they often do not 
have stable, positive relationships from their own families to draw upon.  As a result, children are 
not often ready to learn when they arrive at school and find routines and regulations difficult. The 
families of our PP have low aspirations and are often not in work or aspiring to do so – they see little 
beyond their own home and street. These children are not able to verbalise aspirations or identify 
what these could be based on their strengths. As a result, there is little motivation and drive to be a 
larger part of society. 

 

Year Group Boys Girls Total 
FS1       

Fs2 1 2 3 (of 30) 

Year 1 7 4 11 (of 28) 

Year 2 6 10 16 (of 37) 

Year 3 3 8 11 (of 26) 

Year 4 4 9 13 (of 25) 

Year 5 9 7 16 (of 31) 

Year 6 5 15 20 (of 43) 

  35 55 90 

 

Subject: Pupil Premium 
Curriculum Intent 

At Sandhill, we understand that getting the curriculum right for each and every individual student is 
the single most important factor in ensuring progress, encouraging positive engagement and raising 
aspirations. 

We want all students to leave able and qualified to play their full part in an ever-changing world 
through an ambitious, creative and innovative curriculum, which empowers students with the skills, 
knowledge and attributes to allow them to succeed in their next phase of education and their 
working life. 

We aim to engender a love of learning, self-belief and aspiration through 4 key intentions: 

● The removal of barriers to learning 
● Developing skills for learning 



 

 

● Developing personal attributes (The Sandhill Way) 
● Enriching student experiences and broadening their horizons 

Our curriculum is not driven by performance tables. It is our belief that a strong, broad, balanced 
curriculum, tailored to individual needs can remove their barriers to learning and allow all students 
to access the curriculum appropriate to them and will therefore meet their individual needs. 

We believe in a strong foundation of core subjects including English, Maths and Science. All students 
who are identified with deficits in literacy and numeracy are given additional curriculum support. 
These core fundamental skills are essential in both accessing our broad curriculum offer and the next 
stage of life; be it education, employment or training. 

Intention 1 – The removal of barriers to learning 

We want all our students to go out into the world, and become successful, happy, fulfilled adults 
who will be good citizens and make a positive contribution to society. The acquisition of basic skills is 
either at the heart of achieving this or a barrier to learning and prevents students from fully 
flourishing. Four common barriers, if left unchallenged, will limit the progress, engagement and 
development of students who access our curriculum. 

They are: 

● Literacy 
● Numeracy 
● Oracy 
● Vocabulary 

We see these barriers as a high priority for the school. In order to prevent them from becoming a 
barrier for student development and progress we implement (and closely monitor) the following 
strategies: 

LITERACY 

Our PP children are a focus during our planning of our school’s wave response, including the 
effectiveness of SALT and phonics at lower school years to support their access. We also strive to 
ensure that every PP child has access to enhanced Echo reading and fluency support, where they are 
starting this learning. 

NUMERACY 

Teaching will aim to ensure that when numbers and concept are used, these are delivered at a level 
alongside children’s numeracy learning.  

ORACY and VOCABULARY 

PP children’s oracy and vocabulary are a focus of Wave 1 and 2 offers, including ensuring dedicated 
questioning and talk time for all children. Vocabulary across all suhjects is always present and 
available for children, including at a size and in a formation that they can clearly understand. It is 
explained in a context the children can relate to, but it is never dumbed down or avoided. All 
children are expected to use the correct vocabulary and this is built into our planning progression 
documents. 

 



 

 

Intention 2 – Developing Skills for Learning 

Developing student knowledge and essential learning skills go hand in hand. Students need to 
remember with fluency in order to be fully established mini-subject specialists. We strive, at all 
times, for personal excellence by developing the 6 key skills for success: 

● Recall 
● Interpretation 
● Creativity 
● Analysis 
● Evaluation 
● Divergent thinking 

As a subject we are developing these through our tightly planned learning journey, which enables 
children to move through different levels of skills to be able to become truly divergent thinkers in 
their school career. This is explored more fully in each curriculum overview. 

 

Intention 3 – Fostering personal attributes 

Our curriculum promotes the skills and attributes our children need in order to develop the 
independence, responsibility, accountability and resilience they need to have a happy and successful 
life. We refer to this crucial aspect of our curriculum intent as The Thrybergh Way and it is 
embedded in everything we do. 

The Sandhill Way enables us to develop well-rounded individuals ready for the next stage. It is about 
embedding employability skills such as resilience, collaboration, communication, aspiration, 
responsibility, tolerance and respect in order for them to be an active participant in the local 
community and beyond. 

The Sandhill Way is embedded in assemblies, form periods and our extra-curricular programme. It is 
the language that we speak and key aspects of the Way are as follows: 

● We are ready to learn 
● We say please and thank you 
● We are equipped to learn 
● We work hard 
● We are prepared to make mistakes 
● We listen to others 
● We believe in ourselves 
● We are proud of our achievements 
● We take pride in our appearance 
● We take responsibility for our actions 
● We dream big 
● We take risks 

 

Intention 4 – Enriching student experiences and broadening their horizons 

Our intent is that all students have a full understanding of how to develop themselves as well 
rounded citizens, maintain healthy relationships and understand how to keep themselves safe both 



 

 

online and in their day-to-day life. We want all students to know what options are open to them in 
the future and understand the routes they have in order to progress on their life journey. Our PP 
Wave 2 curriculum will include: 

- Aspirational surveys and visits linked to their strengths and ideas. 
- A range of after and in-school provision to facilitate their continued learning and 

development, free of charge. 
- Additional fitness and exercise-focus lessons. 

 

Our Five Pillars of Academic Offer for Pupil Premium  

(Wave 2) 

 
1. Seating Plans. Seating plans in class are designed to ensure that every 

PP child has access to appropriate and immediate support to the class 
teacher and other adults. Teachers are able to explain the rationale 
behind this. 

2. Reading Opportunities. Every day, PP children will be offered 
opportunities to read out loud or to an adult for an additional 5 minutes 
minimum. The school support staff structure and additional staffing 
supports this approach. 

3. Every Other. In lessons, PP children will be asked questions regularly to 
shape their engagement and check understanding. TAs and Teachers will 
also ensure they are clear on learning as a priority. The school support 
staff structure and additional staffing supports this approach. 

4. SALT and Phonics offer. Every child will be screened for SALT and PP 
children offered SALT intervention and programmes. Every PP child will 
have access to an appropriately sized and matched phonics group. The 
school support staff structure and additional staffing supports this 
approach. 

5. Chromebook Learning Additional learning time in a morning or at 
lunchtime provided on learning platforms using Chromebook support. 
These additional programmes are costed in the plan. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Our Five Pillars of Social and Emotional Offer for Pupil 
Premium  

(Wave 2) 

 

1. Meet and Greet. All PP children are welcomed into school and 
they are helped to regulate and prepare for learning. They are 
offered specific support if this is needed. The school support 
staff structure and additional staffing supports this approach. 

2. Subsidised support. PP children haver uniform, visits, after 
school clubs and breakfast clubs subsidised for their use. They 
are offered first choice of these opportunities. The school 
strategy plan supports this approach and these costs. 

3. Representation Equality. All councils, competitions, 
performances and other events will be representative of the 
school’s PP percentage. 

4. Aspirational Opportunities. All PP children will be surveyed as 
to their strengths and interests and visits to places, as well as 
visits from individuals, are accessed 3 x a year to facilitate their 
self-esteem and aspiration. The school strategy plan supports 
this approach and these costs. 

5. Sustaining Fitness and Health. All PP children are provided 
additional sessions over the year to develop an understanding 
of staying healthy, developing fitness programmes and 
understanding how this fits in with their mental health. 
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